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I. Introduction

1) Col. 1:28 is done in the context of the church
a) Written to the church
b) Our journey to completion/perfection/maturity is corporate

2) Individualism and the church	- we are an independent people

a) American culture
· “A 2003 study of 53 countries across 5 continents found the US to be the most individualist country in the world along a continuum of individualism vs. collectivism”
· The Western part of the US, where we live, is a portion of the country that epitomizes this independence
a. Least churched part of the US

b) Is “community” the answer?
· A distinct “buzz word” in current culture is community
a. Not in the sense of the church
b. So ultimately is not the answer

c) The answer lies in biblical fellowship

3) Today, we will present what biblical fellowship looks like @ MVCC

a) Covenant of Fellowship
· Not “new” in terms what we do @ MVCC
· Not “new” in terms of how we understand the Bible
· Once again, reminding/reaffirming who we are/what we do

b) Number of ways Covenant of Fellowship is available
· On screen
· In bulletin
· On website
· In coming notebook




II. Three assumptions that lead us to the Covenant of Fellowship

1) A - Salvation in Christ – Must be a Christian

a) What is/is not a church?
b) So, who is a church made up of? Followers of Christ!

2) B - MVCC is your church

a) Simply put – we go to church together

b) Church home – points to the beauty of Christian Fellowship
· Loving relationship – based, centered on love
· Familial relationship – God’s children, brothers/sisters
· Body – we are spiritually connected

c) Worship, Fellowship, Testimony
· Church as witness to Christ

3) C - Acknowledging doctrinal statement as our basis of belief and teaching

a) Review of last week…
· Essentials = Unity; Less Essentials = Liberty; All = Charity

b) Acknowledging means you understand where we are coming from
· Teaching positions of MVCC
a. How the church will lead and teach

4) Covenant concept is important to understand – brief summary

a) Essentially a promise between two parties
· Between God and man
· Between husband and wife

b) Covenants consist of obligations and benefits
· Both apply – must not distort in any covenant

c) How do we @ MVCC enter into the covenant w/ one another?
· We do this in two ways:
a. Qualify under the 3 assumptions above
b. Participating/doing the 9 principles to come
i. Simply being a part of the church
· We do not have a formal signed membership
a. Does not mean there is not great structure to church

5) Strive toward living out the following principles

a) Acknowledgement that we have not arrived
· By God’s grace we run the race of the Christian life

III. Nine Principles of Fellowship @ MVCC – make it a Bible Study

1) Christian Love

a) We love because Jesus loved us first – I Jn. 4:11, 19
· Christian love is based on Christ!
· We love as Jesus loves – teaching and admonishing
a. We may not “make up” ourselves how to love

b) Walk together in brotherly love
· Loving one another like family - Rom. 12:10
a. Affectionate, like parents love children
· Love is fervent in I Pt. 4:8
a. “love covers a multitude of sins”
i. HUGE for the church family
· This kind of love is a witness to the world - John 13:34-35

c) Love leads to a responsibility to care for one another – Gal. 6:1-2
· Greatest care is guiding believers toward maturity!!!

2) Church Attendance

a) We regularly and faithfully attend – Heb. 10:23-25
· Sunday morning worship is key to our souls
a. Independence gets in the way here
i. “I will do what I want to do…”
ii. “God is found outside of a church building”
iii. But God’s people are found inside on Sunday – we worship together!!!
· Heb. 10:23-25 is all about serving others 
· This very service is necessary for our souls

b) In the spirit of very beginnings of church
· Acts 2:42
· Preaching, Singing, Fellowship, Prayer, Communion
a. Expanded in Why We Do What We Do series…
b. Upcoming sermon series in Acts!!!



3) Relationships

a) The Christian life is lived together – Rom. 12:9ff
· Rejoice in joys
a. We must get outside of ourselves
b. Maturity moves into joy for others… even if…
· Bear one another’s burdens/sorrows – Gal. 6:2
a. Exact opposite of being an inconvenience
b. We live life together – pain/sorrow/suffering
· Live with one another tender-hearted – Eph. 4:32

b) People are sinners…therefore people will sin (against you!) – Rom. 3:23
· Simply part of relationships
· Don’t be surprised!
· How do we do this as a church body?
a. Slow to take offense – Prov. 16:32
b. Quick to forgive
c. Quick to seek forgiveness
i. 1st – repent before God
ii. Then GO to person you sinned against
d. Review # 1 on Christian Love!
· Do these things as much as necessary
a. Don’t give up on one another!

4) Service

a) Serving one another is a command – Gal. 5:13
· “but through love serve one another…”
a. Freedom in Christ is not an excuse to “do your own thing”
b. We must serve one another
c. Use your gifts – they are designed for serving others

b) Serving  the church is God’s design
· Reaching the lost
· Discipling the Saints
a. Building up one another in love - Eph. 4

c) Church is “pillar and support of the truth” – I Tim. 3:14-17
· Eph. 4:14-16
a. Uphold this by building one another in truth
b. Proclaiming Him!!!
· Key part of service
a. Pastors/Elders
b. Parents
c. Teachers	
i. SS/AWANA
ii. Women’s ministry
d. Camps/Retreats, etc.

5) Obedience

a) Must Fear God
· 1st Step in Obedience
· Is God holy in your eyes? How big is your God?
· How does that play out in life?
a. Prov. 1:7 – “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge…”
b. Ps. 147:11 – “The Lord favors those who fear Him”
c. Eccl. 12:13-14 – “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is:  fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person”
· An appropriate fear of God leads us to obey

b) World is full of temptations
· Awareness
a. Eph. 5:15-21 – Careful living
· Denial of ungodliness/lusts – I Jn. 2:15-17
· Deny yourself  - Mark 8:34-35
· We must understand our own hearts
a. Trust God & His Word
b. Trust God & His Spirit
c. Flee from sin!!!

c) New Life In Christ!!!
· Dead to sin - Rom. 6:1-7
· New Creation - 2 Cor. 5:17
· Old off/New on - Eph. 4:17ff

6) Giving

a) We give out of a thankful heart – 2 Cor. 9:7
· Not grudgingly/under compulsion
· Cheerfully

b) Giving serves God & reveals our heart – Luke 12:33-34
· “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
· Great way to gage state of our souls
· Where is your treasure?

c) Key areas of biblical giving
· Local Church – I Tim. 5:17-18
· Relief of the poor
· Missions

7) Personal Devotion

a) To serve others we must be spiritually faithful – I Tim. 4:16
· Must remain close to God – Ps. 73:25-28
a. Bible Study
b. Prayer
c. Being with other Christians

8) Family

a) We live out our faith before our families – Deut. 6:4-7
· Salvation
· Growth

b) Key family relationships we must be faithful in – Col. 3:18-21
· Marriage
· Parenting
· Children honoring/obeying parents
· Caring for aging parents

9) Pastoral Leadership

a) Pastors/Elders are accountable to God – I Pt. 5:1-4

b) Key roles in the fellowship
· Lead in worship
· Prayer
· Instruction
· Discipline
· Doctrine

c) Support and Pray for Leadership – Heb. 13:17
· Joy and not grief…






IV. Conclusion

1) This is simply what life looks like in our body
a) Expression of Christian life @ MVCC
b) Important reminder to us
· Seems overwhelming, but is simply what goes on here

2) We Proclaim Him in this way as a body

3) Next week… Look at the specific ways God uses us as a body

