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Introduction:  We want to examine, primarily from the book of Colossians, (from whence we have found our “vision” verse) how we can grow spiritually, both individually and corporately.  Let’s look at six statements together:


1) Always keep the ultimate goal in mind:  Christ-likeness, to the glory of God!

a. The Scriptures are replete and clear on this point
i. Col. 1:27-29 – compare 1:6, 11-13; 3:4
ii. See also – Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 2:10; 5:25-27; Jn. 15:2, 5, 8

b. We want the vision of MVCC to clearly be God’s vision and project!

2) Much prayer brings sustained growth, so:

a. Gather around yourself people who are committed to praying for you!
i. Col. 1:3, 9; 2:1-2

b. Devote yourselves to prayer:
i. For yourselves – Col. 4:2-6 – as you are constantly engaged in ministry and spiritual warfare against unseen realities – 3:1-17
ii. For others – 4:2-6 – also in life and ministry
1. Note:  This prayer life is expressed in MVCC’s Covenant of Fellowship

3) Pursue a delight (Ps. 37:4) in the incomparable excellence of Christ – Col. 3:1-2

a. Consider:
i. His Superior Glory as our Creator – 1:15-19
ii. He is our All-Sufficient Redeemer – 1:20-22
iii. He is an infinite resource of wisdom & knowledge – 2:3-4
iv. In Him, we have forgiveness (1:14), and a circumcised heart (2:11)
v. In Him, we have been made alive (2:13) and complete (2:10)

b. Application:
i. Diligently pursuing the doctrine of Christ will yield a delight in Christ that far surpasses all other pleasures – Col. 3:4
ii. Beholding Him will cause you to become like Him – 2 Cor. 3:18

4) Come under the influence and authority of God’s Word

a. Col. 1:5-7; 2:6-7; 2:16-23; 3:16
i. Compare:  Ps. 1; Ps. 119; Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:16-17

b. Application:  Truth and Biblical Doctrine matter to us!  Let’s read God’s Word & sound Biblical literature.  Let’s get involved in Bible studies; and let’s pray for our Pastors/Elders, Sunday School teachers, and small group leaders as they teach the Word

5) Get involved in the life and serving of a local church.  This is called “Body Life”… and you won’t grow without it!

a. Col. 1:4, 8; 3:12-17
i. Compare:  the spiritual gifts in Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Pt. 4:11-12
ii. This would certainly include a ministry to the poor – Col. 2:12
1. Compare:  Gal. 2:10; Acts 4:34

b. Application:  Join a small group fellowship.  Look around… is there something I can do to help?  Ask a Deacon or ministry leader for suggestions on how you can be a part of the team.  Reach out to a visitor/new person.  Go on a short-term mission trip or support those who do

6) Embrace the discipline of suffering, trusting that our heavenly Father is accomplishing His good and glorious purposes

a. Others have suffered for your benefit
i. Col. 1:20-22, 24-25; 4:18

b. You will have the joy of suffering for the benefit of others
i. Col. 1:29-2:1; 3:13; 4:12-13

c. Your suffering will identify you with our Savior (Col. 1:24) and produce His likeness in you… And wasn’t that God’s intention in the first place?
i. Gen. 1:26-27; Col. 1:28; Rom. 5:1-5; James 1:2-4; 1 Pt. 1:6-9; 4:12-19; 5:6-11; Heb. 12

d. Application:  Let’s give thanks in all things (Col. 3:15-17), praying for one another, and coming alongside one another during difficult, faith-deepening times.  And let’s always encourage one another to stay in the race, fixing our eyes on Jesus, who will faithfully and finally accomplish His work in us… Christ-likeness to His Glory!!!

e. Application:  Not only do we grow personally, but healthy and Christ-like churches reproduce; they grow.  Spiritually healthy Christians introduce others to Christ.  The church grows with a growth that is from God – 1 Cor. 3:5-9

