	I began the intern program at Meadow Valley Community Church in June 2009, where I spent the next two years.  The circumstances under which I first arrived weren’t exactly my original plans, but as I look back I can see that the time spent as an intern was beneficial and formative in my expectations and future plans for ministry.  As I was nearing college graduation, I was conflicted on whether or not I should immediately go to seminary after graduation (which was my original plan) or to wait a year or so in order to work a job and become more involved in my local church.  Around this time, I noticed a posting for the internship on the job board in the Bible department, and I was immediately interested.  Not only would this give me some time off between college and seminary, but it was also doing ministry work and gathering experience.  The fact that it paid didn’t hurt either.  To make the story short, I contacted Curt and sent him my résumé, and found myself in Quincy a few short weeks after graduation.
	The time spent serving here at MVCC has proved to be an invaluable experience.  As an outsider, it does take some time getting used to a new church, particularly when you are expected to jump in and serve right away, but it has afforded some neat times.  I immediately felt welcome, and the first few months of adjustment were great for observing the leadership as well as forming bonds with the church members.  As I spent more time here and was given more responsibilities, I feel like I got a good taste of ministry.  My weekly meetings with Curt where he personally invested his time into me were extremely helpful.  Any questions that I had he was willing to answer, and he took particular interest in my life and how I was handling my responsibilities.  And Terry is a very generous person with his time, being willing to provide answers to all my questions ranging from preaching and shepherding to theological questions to baseball trivia (yes, we have fun here as well).  The opportunity to help lead the youth group under the watch of Curt was one of the highlights for me.  Not only was I given a taste of weekly preparations for a regular teaching ministry and the chance to further develop those skills, but the discipleship times with the high school guys proved to be noteworthy.  While I was receiving investment, I had the chance to invest in others younger than myself.
	I firmly believe that spending the past two years as a church intern will benefit me in the years to come.  As I take the final steps before starting seminary, I feel the most prepared to enter than I have ever felt before.  Some of this is because I believe that the call to ministry from God upon my life has continued to be confirmed after putting on my boots and wading into it.  I’ve gotten a real taste of what church ministry entails, and it seems good to me and gets me excited (though it also gives me a healthy apprehension because of the enormity of the work).  I also believe that some real and practical church ministry will help me during my years in seminary.  Rather than merely being a mental exercise, I have seen my deficiencies and my need for additional training via seminary.  I think that the ability to look back upon my time as an intern will show itself to be fruitful in the midst of my coming theological studies and give perspective on why I am studying.  And finally, my time as an intern has helped to temper some expectations that I had about church ministry.  It’s easy to look ahead with grand ideas of preaching every week, having a congregation who loves the Word and is free of controversy, and seeing God at work in the lives of both believers and non-believers.  All of these can be true and by God’s grace we hope for them, but I realize that ministry is not all sugar and spice.  It’s not easy work, it can demand much of a person, and there is the weight of daily pressures concerning the church (2 Cor 11:27).  But in spite of this, my love for the church has grown exponentially and I humbly hope to take on the responsibilities which are involved someday.  When that time eventually comes, I am sure that there will be some sort of formative influence upon myself in the ministry due to my previous time spent as an intern.
